Buckley Says Sanders! ' 
Admitted Guilt in 
Laughlin's Presence 

Wi^s'tesHfli"R!otber ' 

Told Them of Burying 
Part of Loot on Farm 

By NORMAN A. KAHL, 

Star Staff Correspondent 

BALTIMORE, Sept. 21. — A 
charge that Hilliard Sanders ad- 
mitted participation in the 1941 
Hyatts villeb^jilt*-««ebbeFy in the 
presence (ffJames J. Laughllri, 
his attorne y, wrotte m F g d» 
eral Court today by M. Edward 
Buckley, jr., another Washing- 
ton lawyer, who also said San- 
ders told both of them he had 
buried part of the loot on a 
Southern farm. 

Mr. Buckley, who had testified 
earlier as a witness for Mr. Laugh- 
lin, on trial here on charges of im- 
peding justice, was recalled to the 
stand today as a rebuttal witness 
for the Government. He said he had 
gone to No. 12 precinct station in 
Washington October 27, 1941, to talk 
to Sanders, who had just been re- 
turned from North Carolina, where 
he had been arrested. 

Mr. Buckley said he had been 
asked to go to the station by two 
woman companions of Sanders, who 
were being held at the Women's 
Bureau. 

Tells of Second Visit. 

At the request of Sanders, Mr. 
Buckley testified, he brought Mr. 
Laughlin with him to the police sta- 
tion on a second visit the same day. 

The witness said Sanders told both 
of them the money he had on his 
person at the time of his arrest had 
been taken from him and that he 
had no funds to pay his fees at the 
time. 

“Part of the money from the 
robbery, Sanders said, was buried on 
bis grandmother’s or aunt’s farm or 
some one’s farm down South, and as 
soon as he had access to it, he would 
have money to pay his fees,” Mr. 
Buckley said. “He told us after the 
robbery he had gone South and 
buried the money on the farm.” 

Mr. Laughlin, who has consist- 
ently denied that Sanders ever ad- 
mitted guilt in the bank robbery, 
asked Mr. Buckley: 

"Would you say Sanders related 
his participation in the Hyattsville 
bank robbery In my presence?” 

“Yes, sir,” Mr. Buckley replied. 
“Would you say he went into any 
great detail?” 

“I wouldn’t sa y he went into any ! 
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detail. He previously had talked to 
me. as I have told you.’ r 
Mr. Buckley, who Is a defense at- 
torney In the mass sedition trial in 
Washington, was asked by Thomas 
M. Kenney, assistant United States 
attorney, whether the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation had ever 
exerted any "presure” on him in 
connection with the Laughlin case, 
as charged earlier by Mr. Laughlin’ 
Mr. Buckley denied he had ever been 
approached by FBI agents. 

He said he had a conference in 
Mi*. Laughlin’s office last Thursday! 
night and that he had told Mr. 
Laughlin he would be unable to 
testify , if called, that Sanders had 
told them he was in Florida on the 
day of the robbery, September 25 
1941. The witness quoted Mr. Laugh- 
lin as saying: 

’ I’m surprised you’re going to fail 
me at the last minute.” 

Before he took the stand as a de- 
fense witness. Mr. Buckley had in- 
sisted that Sanders be called into 
the courtroom to waive his rights to 
keep confidential the relationship 
between attorney and client. San- 
ders at first referred the question 
to Mr. Laughlin, who, he said, still 
was his attorney. When Judge John 
Paul insisted that he make his own 
decision, Sanders granted Mr. Buck- 
ley permission to testify. 

"Are you friendly or unfriendly 
with me?” Mr. Laughlin asked the 
witness. 


Mr. Buckley replied. 

Mr. Laughlin was indicted on 
June 2, and charged by the Govern- 
ment with having introduced testi- 
mony and affidavits which he knew 
to be false at the trial of Sanders 
to show that the man was a visitor 
at the State prison farm in Raiford 
Fla. on the day of the robbery! 
Sanders was convicted along with 
William Leo Keefe, and both were 
sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment 
m the robbery case. 


